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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Narcisse — a new play about St. Joseph

Ottawa
Room 914
Justice Building
Ottawa, Ontario
KIA 0A6
Tel: (613) 995-1522
Fax (613) 995-6350
Lobb.B@parl.gc.ca

It is with great pleasure that I bring greetings from the
Government of Canada and welcome you to Narcisse — a new
play about St. Joseph.

I want to extend a warm welcome to everyone and wish
you a memorable stay here in St. Joseph. I would like to
recognize all of the dedicated volunteers for the hard work that
went into planning and implementing this impressive outdoor
community play project. This performance will provide an
excellent opportunity to showcase the local history of St.
Joseph and Huron County.

As the Member of Parliament for Huron-Bruce, I take
great pride in the local culture and tourism that Huron-Bruce
has to offer. Congratulations and best wishes on what I'm sure

Ben Loblb will prove to be a successful event.

Member of Parliament for
Huron—Bruce

Sincerely,
B 2

Ben Lobb, MP
Huron-Bruce

Censtituency Offices

30 Victoria St. North
Goderich, ON
N7A 2R6
Tel: (519) 524-6560
Fax: (519) 612-1141

5101 Highway 21 South
Port Elgin, ON
NOH 2C5
Tel: (519) 832-2999
Fax: (519) 832-2995

On behalf of the Municipality of
Bluewater, I want to convey to the
St. Joseph Historical Society our
best wishes for a very successful
presentation of the “Narcisse Cantin”
story. Narcisse was a fascinating
Canadian who had a great vision for
St. Joseph. We are honoured that the Historical Society
also had a great vision to have this play produced.

On behalf of the Council of the Municipality of
Bluewater, I congratulate and thank all the volunteers
and professionals who worked so hard to make this
production a success.

Mayor Bill Dowson
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The St. Joseph & Area Historical Society welcomes you to our
play Narcisse, where we showcase our unique and interesting
heritage. Our director, Duncan McGregor says that his production
has been quite a ‘ride’ for him. Well, it has for us too! Just as it

takes a village to raise up a child it has taken a community to bring
Narcisse --- The Play to life.

We, the St. Joseph and Area Historical Society are so proud of how
our community has embraced this production. We have been im-
pressed with Paul Ciufo’s research and writing skills, and watched
with delight and amazement as Duncan organized, held auditions,
cast and lead rehearsals. Under the guidance of Duncan and Karen
Stewart (our play co-ordinator), our Society has sought and found
cooperation of volunteers, corporate and individual donors, and
support from all levels of government. We thank all who have
helped to make Narcisse a reality. It has been an amazing project
for a very small community. And now on with the show - this is
it!

Executive and Board of Directors

President: Mike Miller

Vice -President: Marc Cantin*

Treasurer: Liz Thrig

Secretary: Gerry Ballantine

Directors: Frank Ihrig, Joan Karstens, Martha

Mungar, Pat Rowe, Mark Tucker,
Joseph Wooden

*areat-grandson of Narcisse Cantin

“Narcisse Cantin was an exciting figure in the history of Huron
County. It is commendable for the St. Joseph Historical Society
to create a production about him. It shows that our local history
has colourful individuals who have big dreams, who have put
their mark on our communities.

Congratulations to all those who have worked to bring this part
of our history alive.”

Carol Mitchell, MPP, Huron-Bruce
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Narcisse Cantin Rob Bundy
Josephine Cantin Susan Armstrong
Nap Cantin Mathieu Burdan
Fiddler, Salesman, Industrialist, MP Sherritt Capucine (Cappy) Onn
Oliver Cabana Cam Laurie

Brother André, Musician, St. Joseph citizen Marcel Richard
Secretary to Oliver Cabana Racheal Regier
Spencer, Salesman, Industrialist, Musician, Women's Chorus Lora-Lea Paulger
Speaker of the House of Commons
Young Nap Cantin, St. Joseph boy, Brick Picker, MP Nathan Paulger
William Walsh, Cantin Supporter, St. Joseph boy, Musician Elliot Paulger
Schwab, Salesman, Anderson, Hess, Women's Chorus, MP, Citizen =~ Aimée Rau
Waiter, St. Joseph Citizen, Women's Chorus, MP Veronica Rau
Foster, Strongman at Fair, Priest, MP, Brick Picker Manager Dave Siebert
Musician, Mr. Walsh, St. Joseph Citizen, MP Martin Gelinas
St. Joseph Citizen, MP, Women s Chorus Cosette Gelinas
MC at the Fair, Stewart, Salesman, Industrialist, Bev Shea
Citizen, MP, Bartender
Citizen, MP. Women s Chorus Larissa Shea
Salesman, Industrialist, Reed, Bissonette, Citizen, MP Barb Pepper
Willis, Industrialist, Citizen, MP Christa Ducharme
St. Joseph boy, MP Lucas Ducharme
Musician, Vocal Soloist, Citizen, Women's Chorus, MP Roberta Walker
Server, Sergeant at Arms, Citizen Brendan Walker
Salesman, MP Tartre, Citizen, Women's Chorus Claudette Léger
Salesman, Industrialist, Citizen, MP Tania Harvey @
e Musician, Wheel Chair Victim, Corriveau, Fair Organizer, MP ~ Shawn Harvey
Musical Direction - Arlene Darnbrough Citizen, Daughter of Wheel Chair Victim, MP, Women's Chorus Sydney Harvey
Costumes and Set Decoration - Sherri Milburn St. Joseph girl, Cantin Daughter, Citizen, MP Olivia Harvey

Playwright - Paul Ciufo
Director - Duncan McGregor

Project Co-ordinator - Karen Stewart
Technical Director — Ross Barnett

French Canadian Advisor — Claudette Léger St. Joseph girl, Cantin Daughter, Citizen, MP Amelia Harvey
Production Stage Manager — Steve Allen Musician Scott Bradford
S5 A A o Musician, Bartender, Louis Cantin, MP Jamie McClellan
Prop Organization — Dianne Miller ; - .
St. Joseph girl, MP, Citizen Sara Nogueira
St. Joseph girl, Fair Heckler, MP, Citizen Rachel Bundy
Costumes — Sherri Milburn , George Blackwell, Cecilia Fauker, St. Joseph girl, MP, Citizen, Women's Chorus Katrina Steckle
Lin Marsden, Veronica Hotchkiss Citizen, U.S. newspaper kid, Cantin Supporter, MP Jillian Bjelan
Sound — Travis Teed Citizen, U.S newspaper kid, Cantin Supporter, MP Robyn Bjelan
Props — Ray and Maureen Langridge, Dianne Miller , the children Positive Exeter Investor, Cantin Supporter, Faith Robinson
Set Carpenters — Dave Siebert, Steve Allen, Ross Barnett Balm?r al Em.ploy.e?, MpP )
Great Lakes Map Creator — Paul Coustiels galj”e C:nt.n;, gl.tl.zen, AAg Skgagh REblnS(in
9 4 v 5 S t. Joseph girl, Citizen, mma Laporte
\ Set Painters — Sherri Milb Kim Dahonick
N it " b e .omc - : St. Joseph boy, U.S. Bicycle Rider, Brick Picker, Donovan Jeffrey
St. Joseph Models Creators — Marc Cantin, Pauline Cantin . .
MP, Unit Organizer
Wheelbarr e Creator — S.hawn Harvey St. Joseph girl, Brick Picker, Citizen, MP Monica Jeffrey
Outdoor Site Preparation — Mike Miller Citizen, Cantin Supporter, Brick Picker, MP, Women's Chorus ~ Courtney Groot
Musician, U.S. Bicycle Rider ,Citizen, Women's Chorus Courtney Conway
@c St. Joseph Girl, Citizen, MP Charlotte Hartman
SUPPORTI NG RO LES (X W Citizen, Cantin Supporter, MP Caroline Regier
Bayfield North Antiques . Hensall District Co-op - Mr. Hosang - Heather St. Joseph girl, Citizen, MP Anastasiya Kubrak
Klopp - Bruce Richmond . Mike & Terri’s No Frills . Zurich Mennonite Citizen, Balmoral Employee, Brick Picker, MP Amanda Pittao
Women . Sherry Richmond . each and every volunteer including the Citizen, Negative Exeter Investor, Fair Heckler, Brick Picker, MP Ally Connelly
cast, the ushers, stage hands, concessions, greeters, parking attendants, Citizen, Cantin Suppor ter, MP Women.’s Chorus - Abby Parsons
sewers, prop builders, painters, and the parents of the children who have St. Joseph's boy, Wilfred Laurier, .Cannfa S up.p orter, ?ztzzen Tyler Parsons
. . St. Joseph's boy, older Jean Cantin, Brick Picker, Citizen, MP Isaac van Aaken
responded whole-heartedly to this project. , ) . . .
St. Joseph's boy, younger Jean Cantin, Brick Picker, MP Nigel van Aaken
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Paul Ciufo ~ | first heard this marvellous story
twenty years ago. As a summer reporter for The
Lakeshore Advance, | was sentto interview Napoleon
“Nap” E. Cantin, son of Napoleon “Nap” A. Cantin,
and grandson of Narcisse. Nap had preserved
the family history very well and spoke about it
passionately. Narcisse and others at the heart of
the story really captured my imagination and | was
amazed that sleepy little St. Joseph had once been a
boomtown. Also, there’s something quite poignant
about big dreams that fail. | empathized with the
heartbreak Narcisse and many others must have
felt. This could make a wonderful play, | thought.

In 2002 | finally got around to doing the research and writing. I'd been
urged to pursue it by Joan Karstens who took her cue from her aunt, Pat Cook.
Financial resources came from the St. Joseph & Area Historical Society thanks to
a Trillium Foundation grant garnered by an application ably written by Pamela
Hall-Grusska. | interviewed people who generously shared their memories
and knowledge of St. Joseph including Velma Cantin, Jean-Paul Cantin, Marc
Cantin, Jules Cantin, Phil Durand, Andy Rau, Adeline Denomy, Kathleen Rydall,
Tony Laporte, Alphonse “Pitou” Jeffery, John & Peter Jeffrey, Florence Masse,
Marguerite “Margie” Johnston, and Rosemarie Regier. Aimée Rau showed me a
statuette of Brother André and impressed upon me how much he means to the
community.

I spent hours in the treasure trove of an archive preserved by Nap E. and
relocated to Hessenland Country Inn. Even more valuable than the charts and
maps and ledgers and newspaper articles were the epic letters written by Narcisse
to his wife Josephine, his son Nap A., and his business partner Oliver Cabana. The
letters revealed what made Narcisse tick — his ambitions, his strengths, his values,
his insecurities. Archivist Tracey Whitson-Bahro shared her valuable insights into
the material with me.

Tony Laporte invited me to his home to hear French Canadian fiddling by
Maurice Desjardine. Tony also loaned me Derek Blackburn’s thesis proposal “The
Life and Work of Narcisse M. Cantin, Early Promoter of The St. Lawrence Seaway”.
| read and re-read Joe Wooden'’s fine book, “A Drum to Beat Upon”.

Duncan McGregor ~ What a ride this has been!!!! The Historical Society of St.
Joseph and Area has been a very active task master with their community’s heri-

tage. They created a Commemorative Park to pique our interest in this community
and every year they give a breakfast in the park to share their passion for the St.
Joseph Heritage. They created an excellent website which is very user-friendly.
They even have a splendid book about the area, “A Drum To Beat Upon” written
by Joe Wooden.

What they didn’t have was a play. So, they decided to have one written.
They commissioned playwright Paul Ciufo from Grand Bend to research and write
one, which he did. Then they decided to have it produced in an outdoor local set-
ting with involvement from the whole community. However, they needed funding

for the production, so they went out and raised the large target amount, and then
some.
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All of the above went into the first draft. Then we had public readings
of the script with talented actors now involved in this production and others
including Wes MacVicar and Gil Garratt. | listened carefully to everyone who
offered feedback and attempted to make the script better, more true.

For years the play sat on a shelf. | bugged and bugged Duncan McGregor
to direct the show and | finally wore him down. Duncan got the great idea to
create an outdoor production with a big cast, so | did some major re-writing,
attempting to make the play grander, more visually compelling. The Ontario
Arts Council came to the table with funding to support the development of the
script and production. Norm Tufts told me several key historical details | hadn’t
uncovered in my research.

Eric Coates and everyone at Blyth Festival — a cultural jewel of this area
and indeed the country — offered plenty of direct help with “Narcisse”. They also
assisted indirectly as | improved as a playwright through re-writes, workshops
and productions of my plays “Reverend Jonah” and “A Killing Snow”.

The community jumped aboard with sponsorship and enthusiastic
participation. Heather Klopp, Pat Rowe, Mike Miller, Frank & Liz Ihrig, Marc &
Pauline Cantin and many others gave me a new appreciation for the importance
of the story to this area. | was inspired all the more in my efforts to make the
script the best it could be.

There are a few important things | need to state about the final script.
| have taken artistic license to serve the dramatic needs of the play. However
most of what is in the script is fact, or at least my best estimation given the
available information. A notable exception is that William Walsh and his father
are fictitious. The boy really cured of stuttering by Brother André was Charlie
Rau; | heard the story from Charlie’s sister Florence Masse who witnessed the
healing first-hand. Foster -- the man who confronts Josephine in the post office
-- is fictitious as well. Also, | don’t know for sure that Nap A. Cantin struggled
with alcoholism and was cured by Brother André. And | don’t know that Nap
formally and explicitly cut business ties with his father. | don’t know if switching
the ownership of properties to avoid creditors was Cabana’s idea.

So to everyone who helped: merci beaucoup. To the entire community:
I sincerely hope | have served your story well, and that you enjoy the play!

And here it is!!!!

Welcome to Narcisse - a community play
with attitude - in a local outdoor setting, with live
music, live actors and actresses, with humour, with
respect, and with a ton of action. Oh yes, and it’s
about the historical heritage of St. Joseph and area
too!!!

This has been an extreme pleasure as a
director to be a part. The support, cooperation, en-

thusiasm, commitment and talent are unsurpassed

Y 7
Lnean W%{ﬂaw

in my theatre career.
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Derree arzal Lrecalier:

ACTI1

Scene 1:  The French Settlement , Huron County — 1889
Scene 2:  Buffalo, New York — Oliver Cabana’s Office — 1890/Zurich,
Ontario - 1887
Scene 3: Buffalo, New York — Cantin Buffalo Residence — 1892
Scene 4: Buffalo, New York — Statler Hotel — 1892
Scene 5: St Joseph, Ontario — Cantin Family Home — 1896
Scene 6:  Buffalo, New York — Oliver Cabana’s Office — 1898
Scene 7:  Mont Royal, Montreal
Scene §8:  St. Joseph, Ontario — The Fair — 1901
ACTII
Scene I:  The House of Commons — Ottawa — 1902
Scene 2:  St. Joseph, Ontario — Balmoral Hotel — 1912
Scene 3:  St. Joseph, Ontario — Balmoral Hotel — 1914
Scene 4:  St. Joseph, Ontario — Post Office/Balmoral — 1915
Scene 5: Buffalo, New York — Oliver Cabana’s Office — 1915
Scene 6:  St. Joseph, Ontario — Nap and Valerie Cantin’s Home -1917
Scene 7 St. Joseph, Ontario — Outside Balmoral — 1919
Scene 8:  St. Joseph, Ontario — Nap and Valerie’s Home — 1919
Scene 9: Buffalo, New York — Oliver Cabana’s Office — 1919

Scene 10: Buffalo, New York — Statler Hotel — 1919
Scene 11: St. Joseph, Ontario — 1919
Scene 12: St. Joseph Ontario — 1940 to Present Day

ST. JOSEPH MEMORIAL PARK AND HISTORICAL
WALKWAY tells the history of St. Joseph through narrative and pictoral
signage. The Park began with a request from St. André, known healer and

founder of the famed Oratory of St. Joseph in Montreal. He requested thata

statue honouring St. Joseph be placed in the Park. It was the early 1900’s when

he took a metal pipe and pounded it into the ground where the statue now

stands. The statue was placed in the Park in 1972. A Provincial Plaque was also

erected in St. Joseph Memorial Park honouring Narcisse Cantin (1870-1940). Free

admission. Walkway stones for sale. Open year round, weather permitting.

Brother André - friend of Narcisse Cantin, visitor to St. Joseph, founder of the

St. Joseph Oratory on Mount-Royal, Montréal, Québec and recently canonized

(October 17, 2010), Brother André continued to visit St. Joseph until 1922.

Photos: Brother André | Statue of St. Joseph holding Baby Jesus
located in the St. Joseph Memorial Park

@»

Time in this play moves forward from 1889 ( the year of Narcisse Cantin’s
wedding to Josephine Denomme) to 1940 (the year of Narcisse’s death)
and to the present time.

The story is narrated through the memory of Napoleon “Nap” Cantin,
Narcisse and Josephine’s second son (1891-1953). In Act [, you’ll find him
talking directly to the audience, or being a silent member as he observes
the scenes.

In Act II he becomes a living active character in the events of his parents.
However, he is still able to separate himself from the action to make
his comments. He is, in essence, our friendly travel guide through this
adventure. He’s the one who tells us when and where things are happening

besides giving us his ever-present opinion.

The play moves quickly from setting to setting. We go from St.Joseph to
Buffalo, New York; from offices to hotel bars; from outside the Balmoral
Hotel to inside the Balmoral Hotel, from farmsteads to porches. The pace
can be a little overwhelming despite our sincere efforts to keep everything

clear.

Local events were never meant to be simple
so for your reading pleasure (only if you get
lost) we’ve included the list of scenes, places
and approximate times.

7/7/2011 1:35:36 PM ‘
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Duncan McGregor - Director

Duncan has extensive experience as a professional the-
atre director and more recently with ambitious projects
at Goderich Little Theatre, including a recent sold-out
production Dr. Barnardo’s Children and Betty Bylorski
Finds a Home. These were both very popular historical
epics with very large casts including a large number of
children. Duncan also dramaturged and directed Tim
Cumming’s The Tiger’s Lion, a story about Tiger Dunlop
and On Convoy, Ciufo’s enormously successful play.

Ross Barnett - Technical Director

Before leaving Toronto to be a stay-home dad in God-
erich, Ross worked as a lighting designer and technical
director at a number of theatres in the GTA as well as
summer theatres in Barrie, Grand Bend and Gananoque.
Since coming to Goderich in 1994 Ross has been doing
lighting designs for Goderich Little Theatre, Stage West,
and Meadowvale Music Theatre and of course the many
projects that Duncan comes up with both at the Livery
Theatre and the Blyth Memorial Hall, and now a grave
most challenging lighting assignment Duncan has given

yard. This is by far the
me yet.

Sherri Milburn - Costume Designer/Set Decorator

A girl from Goderich, Sherri found herself fresh out of col-
lege working in the wardrobe department of the Stratford
Festival. After 2 seasons, Sherri stopped to have a family,
returning after 10 years to the comforting atmosphere of
the Blyth Festival and staying for 7 seasons, even while
moving to Woodstock. It was a short drive to The Grand
Theatre in London and a new experience in soft props.
A return to Stratford in decorating followed, furthering

Sherri’s education, which then benefited numerous pro-
ductions at the Woodstock Little Theatre and the Goderich Little Theatre. Sherri
has found this to be both a privilege and a challenge to explore some of her local
history by designing the look and feel of Narcisse.

Arlene Darnbrough - Musical Director

Arlene received her Associate of the Royal Conservatory
of Toronto at the very young age of 15. Since that
achievement she has been a musician and teacher along
with being a registered nurse. In Goderich she founded
Cactus Jam, an all-female band 18 years ago and was an
essential part of the fundraising children’s and adult plays
for the Blyth Festival in the mid 90s. As the soundscape
designer for Paul Ciufo’s first play On Convoy and the
music director for this past Fall's Doctor Barnardo’s
Children, both performed at The Livery Theatre in
Goderich, Arlene’s playing and arranging talents have been much appreciated
and admired by her co-artists and audiences.

Steve Allen - Stage Manager
Steve is an Honours Graduate of Sheridan’s Theatre Arts
- Technical Production Program. Experience includes:
eleven years with the Celtic Roots Festival, many of them
as a Crew Chief; Technical Director for The Livery Theatre
in Goderich (Goderich Little Theatre); Board of Directors
=1 of the Goderich Little Theatre for the last 2 years; Stage
Manager/Tech. for two plays with Duncan before (Doc-
tor Barnardo’s Children & Betty Bylorski Finds a Home, or
Settling of the Great Canadian West); Stage Manager &
Technical Director for Warren Robinson’s How High The Moon, an original musical
about Goderich in the war.

Karen Stewart - Project Co-ordinator

As a project manager and administrative director
with the Blyth Festival, Karen’s experiences included
managing large cast, multi-venue, complex productions
- the Blyth and District Community Play (1993) and
The Outdoor Donnellys (2001). Karen works now as a
freelance project co-ordinator. She is the Past President
of the Huron Tourism Association.

ST. JOSEPH ARCHIVE & MUSEUM

St. Joseph Archive & Museum is located at Hessenland Country Inn amidst 40 acres
of peace and tranquility on the shores of Lake Huron. Spend an afternoon and step back
in time. Read and learn about the great plans of “the Father of the St. Lawrence Sea-
way” Narcisse Cantin (1870-1940) to turn St. Joseph into a thriving international port.
View pictures, articles, maps and other original documents depicting the story of his
great dream, meticulously researched and compiled over a lifetime by Narcisse Cantin’s
grandson Napolean E. Cantin.

Historical St. Joseph Archive and Museum, c/o0 Hessenland Country Inn, #72981 Bluewater Highway, R.R.#2, Zurich, Ontario, NOM 2T0

Phone: 519-236-7707 or toll free 1-866-543-7736

www.stjosephmuseum.ca

@»

Open by Appointment
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Capucine Onn - Musician/multiple:
appy was born and raised in Huron County, attended

he University of Toronto and Sheridan College for acting
nd is also a Suzuki Violin teacher. Past credits include
or the Blyth Festival, The Outdoor Donnellys and Spirit
f the Narrows. She has two beautiful children and is
rateful for them every day. Cappy is thrilled and hon-
ured to be working with her buddy Duncan again on
this project and hopes you enjoy her music!

Rob Bundy - Narcisse
o stranger to area audiences, Rob is a verteran of local

heatre as both an actor and playwright. Lately, he has
ound great joy in portraying historical characters: Tiger
Dunlop, Dr. Thomas Barnardo and now Narcisse Cantin
one of Huron’s most colourful characters, brought back
o life to tell this amazing story.

Susan Carradine Armstrong - Josephine

‘Narcisse” is the 11th new Canadian play | have had the
rivilege to act in. Other Canadian theatre premiéres
nclude Innocence Lost: a play about Steven Truscott
Blyth Festival), How High The Moon (Goderich), Last
an Hanged (Goderich), The Great Storm (Goderich)
he Tiger’s Lion (Goderich), and Familiar Circles (Port
tanley). New plays present a big challenge; explore
he script and find out what makes a person “tick”. Paul
Ciufo’s Narcisse is a story full of remarkable people. Josephine is special and
unique and | feel privileged to tell her story to you. Susan lives in Goderich with
her daughter Bronwyn and her son Alan. She is the Manager for the Business
Improvement Area of downtown Goderich.
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Cameron Laurie - Cabana
ameronisanative of Huron County. Herecentlygraduated

rom the Professional Acting Program at Sheridan College
and the University of Toronto Mississauga. Favourite
heatre credits include The Winter’s Tale, Jane Eyre, The
landestine Marriage, Don’t Drink the Water (Theatre
rindale) Angel’s Trumpet, The Russian Play (Erindale
ringe) and three seasons with the Blyth Festival Young

Company.

Mathieu Burdan - Nap

athieu’s family arrived in Huron County just 3 years
ago from France looking for farm land that would provide
grain for their bakery. A graduate of St. Anne’s Secondary
School in Clinton, Mathieu comes to his role as Nap Cantin
ith wonderful language skills (fluent English, French and
erman) plus a charm and humour that have won the
admiration of the whole cast. He says, “You could call me
inexperienced in theatre. I've only been in 3 school plays

in France.” Experienced or not he brings a wealth of natural skill, emotional
understanding and energy to the pivotal character of Nap.

Claudette Léger - French Language Specialist
am passionate about writing, singing, learning piano

nd drawing. Teaching French is also a passion and my
ocation. My pastimes are: walking, biking, golfing and
abysitting my grandkids! “Acting” became a dream come
rue. Passion and determination are my key words for
iving! All my thanks go to Duncan McGregor, Paul Ciufo,
oe Wooden, the whole Narcisse crew and the St.Joseph
Historical Society for believing in my contribution to
Narcisse. Thanks to my three children, in-laws, grandkids and family including
all my friends - their encouragement, support and understanding were an asset
in the accomplishment of this great challenge!

Official Project Videographer - Taylor Gingerich

GUEST ARTISTS:

Director, Duncan McGregor and Capucine Onn
appear under special arrangement with Canadian
Actors Equity Association.

“Lake Huron is the hub lake of the North American
Continent. More freight is borne on its waters than
passes through the Suez Canal.”

Narcisse Cantin

7/7/2011 1:35:45 PM



Jillian Bjelan
Hensall

Christa Ducharme
Zurich

Amelia Harvey
Staffa

Donovan Jeffrey
St. Joseph

Robyn Bjelan
Hensall

Lucas Ducharme
Zurich

Staffa

Scott Bradford
Bayfield

Cosette Gelinas
Zurich

Shawn Harvey
Staffa

Rachel Bundy Ally Connelly Courtney Conway
Summerhill Goderich Goderich

Monica Jeffrey
St. Joseph

Tyler Parsons
Exeter
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Anastasiya
Kubrak, Exeter

Elliot Paulger
St. Joseph

Lora-Lea Paulger
St. Joseph

Martin Gelinas Courtney Groot Charlotte
Zurich Zurich Hartman, Zurich
Sydney Harvey Tania Harvey Nikki Holland
Staffa Staffa Exeter
Emma LaPorte Sara Nogueira Abby Parsons
Bluewater Exeter Exeter

Nathan Paulger Barb Pepper Amanda Pittao
St. Joseph Bayfield Grand Bend
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Veronica Rau
St. Joseph

Caroline Regier
Zurich

Aimée Rau
St. Joseph

.

Marcel Richard
Goderich

Faith Robinson
Zurich

Rachael Regier
Zurich

Skylagh Robinson

Dave Seibert Bev Shea Larissa Shea Katrina Steckle Isaac van Aaken
Zurich Zurich Seaforth Seaforth Zurich Bayfield
|
' The Theatre Community: We have been very fortunate to have the
support of both the professional theatre and the local community
theatre. The Blyth Festival has been involved in this project since
the beginning and has loaned us costumes, props and set pieces.
: We’ve also used their box office facilities for full ticket sales for this
production. The Goderich Little Theatre has also been very supportive
Nigel Van Aaken Brendan Walker Roberta Walker allowing us to borrow costumes, props and use their marvelously
Bayfield Grand Bend Grand Bend

Cue @amzrmfugz %@Z
— @ communily codliins communilics

Our Local Community: From the beginning Bluewater and South
Huron have supported this project. The Municipality of Bluewater
- Zurich Complex gave us use of its large meeting room as we began
our rehearsals. The Friends of Hay Township Hall allowed us the use
of their beautiful old building for early rehearsals, meetings and as
the costume depot when we got close to the play’s opening. Mike
Miller, owner of Lakewood Garden Centre prepared the outdoor site
for our production. Hessenland gave us the use of their lovely Coach
House for early public readings and auditions. St.Peter’s Catholic
Church let us the use of its Parish Hall for all our indoor rehearsals
and granted us this marvelous outdoor property for performances.
Hensall Co-op loaned us a transport truck as an outdoor storage
unit on the play’s site. Zurich Mennonite Church Women are co-
ordinating concessions. Newspapers and Radio Stations also became
part of our voice celebrating a community within communities.

flexible stage units.

The Education Community: The schools in Huron County have been
very supportive of our project as well. South Huron District High
School has loaned us all our seating plus the side audience risers.
Goderich District Collegiate Institute has provided us with their
interlocking audience tiers that give the audience a wonderful raised
view of the performance area. These resources are essential to the
look and function of our production.

Government Community:  Incredible public support has been
received showing a commitment to Canada, culture, community
and volunteerism from the local, provincial and federal government
departments and councils: Canada’s New Multiculturalism Grants
and Contributions Program, Inter-Action, administered by Citizenship
and Immigration Canada; the Ontario Arts Council assisted with the
development of Narcisse; the County of Huron supports preservation
and activities of cultural importance through their Huron Heritage
Fund; and the Municipality of Bluewater. Each endorsed the project
with their financial support.

programioutlined.indd 9
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Dave Durand Electrical
Tel: 519.236.4422
Zurich, Ontario

Bluewater,

PLUMBING & HEATING
BAL-INCTALLATIONS CALEC & CERVICE /.

Farm — Residential - Commercial
New Work and Repairs

GREG MASSE |
bluewaterplghtg@hay.net Celebrating 40 years.
73068 Bluewater Hwy., RR. #2 ~ Phone: 519-236-4649 Proud to be part of St. Joseph.
Zurich, Ont. NOM 2T0 Cell: 519-872-1746

%Zverﬁoﬁ;r Fxcavating Service ‘Inc. % ﬁmeﬁ ,zfel%mml‘

o .
EWW@M% Within a decade or so of the Canada Company'’s first activity in the Huron Tract

= & there seems to have been early visits to our Lake Huron shores by some of the
French Canadians who a little later took up farms. Local tradition has Claude
33972 Moore Court, RR # 2, Zurich, ON NOM 2T0 Gelinas, Abraham Bedard, and Baptiste Durand visiting the area in the late 1830’s

519-236-7518 and being so impressed with the land, the climate, and the rich catches of fish

. . . that they returned to their home townships in Quebec convinced that a better
Shoreline Protection & Erosion Control y P

Site Preparation « Basements * Pool Excavating
Driveways - Ponds - Ditch Cleaning - Sand * Gravel - Topsoil

life beckoned in the Lake Huron area. Their enthusiasm was contagious and a
number of the people in their home rural areas also felt that the poverty on their
small farms in Quebec offered them nothing except low prices for their crops, the

threat of starvation, and no future. So, a number of families abandoned the small
poor farms in Quebec and joined the hundreds of thousands of French Canadians
who chose migration to various parts of Canada West, that is Ontario, and to New

David Regier England as well as other areas.

Owner
Among the first to come to our Lake Huron area arrived in mid-July, 1846. Among
the first groups to arrive included the initial group which spent their first nights
and days on the beach, now called Ducharme’s Beach. This group named the area
\ Pointe-a-Bouleau. This group included Elie Ducharme, Christophe Ducharme,
RR.#2 Renovations . . i .

g i Norbert Denomme, Oliver Mousseau, Basil Geoffrey Basil Durand, Pierre
Zurich, Ont. NOM 2T0 Add.ltlons. Corri J hiL Pi M dF ise Papill Papi Oth
Phone - 519-236-7120 Remdentlf’al orriveau, Joseph Laporte, Pierre Masse and Francoise Papillon (Papineau). Other

Commercial names which appear in the other early groups include Cantin, Desjardine, Tetreau,
Fax - 519-236-4960 Aaricultural . .
g Gratton, Aucil, Etue, Charette, Ayotte, Gravelle and Brisson.

Todd LaPorte TOTAL HOME COMFORT SOLUTIONS
Durand Heating & Cooling Lid.

112 King Street, Hensall, Ontario = NOM 1X0

Darrin Durand
Owner

Carpentry

R.R. # 1, Dashwood

» Healing Phone: (519) 262-3136

» Cooling Fax: (519) 262-2463

Over 20 years experience of finish carpentry. * Plumbing 1 Pager: (519) 858-7614
cell 519.280.6667 e Electrical " VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

10
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Pat Bedard Construction|GARYRE

ﬂ eneral Carpentry FA
/ Renovations - Additions |
‘ Homes ‘- Decks * Siding
/ Roofing

L‘;S call §19.236.4720 ; -

These and others became pioneer farmers on land which they acquired from MAS S E ) ’ \

the Canada Company for prices ranging from two to three dollars for an acre. At dG I i
such prices the farms were necessarily small. They cleared the land; built houses San , Gravei, TOPSOI ({ 'lq\ \ ‘

and barns; planted crops and tried to make a life. Life was hard and the farms and General Trucking —

were small so that they were still poor but they persevered. Surplus grain was (‘E‘. — A

carried to Francistown a distance of 14 miles to the mill there in the north end of 519.236.4582 — L] ) ‘(\@ \

Exeter. Mills in Seaforth and Goderich were eventually patronized as well. RR.#3 =
Zurich, ON NOM 2T0

Food was often in short supply but the fish from the lake and wild fowl and game

supplemented the food which was grown. @
These folks suvived on their own ingenuity

and with the help of neighbouring farmers.

The French community on these shores
has survived for 165 years but did not
expand in numbers very much because

many had to leave for the neighbouring
cities and towns of Michigan and Ontario

Doesign - Build

This French community makes up part
of the ethnic settlement pattern that has
characterized the south part of Huron

coury. sonng e rench e cemen, | JEFFREY BROTHERS LIMITED

Irish, Scots, English,and later Dutch and

Belgian groups. Place names in Huron BU'LDING, CONTRACTORS

reflect this pattern, including one of the

names of our area: French Settlement. RESIDENT’AL - COMMERCIA[_ = AGR’CULTURAL
Joe Wooden RENOVATIONS

John

R.R.# 2, ZURICH Tel: 519-236-4441
ONT. NOM 270 Fax: 519-236-7183

11
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Indoor Saltwater Pool,

\ / 9 rooms with En-Suite Bathrooms, || .
~\ 2 Offsite Cottages, Fireplaces,

Hot Tub, Sauna, Spa, LI
rentWOOd Full Hot Breakfast, Sandy Beach  |SSSaiRaR: |

SUBRINE ook

brentwoodonthebeach.com facebook.com/BrentwoodontheBeach

twitter.com/BrentwoodBnB

51 9 236 71 37 flickr.com/photos/BrentwoodontheBeach

AF resh Take on T mdttzon

12

programioutlined.indd 12

S

.’" %

Come for dinner or
a romantic getaway
on the Huron Shore

MOng olj lan
Th Urs

Grijy

in the Sy N':.:Ihts
er

" York. The Hotel was never opened but his vision of the Hamlet of

Country Inn, Brentwood on the Beach, Coastal Breeze Condos and
The Tuscan Greek welcome guests from around the world

X e Famnlel of Hepilalily

- | Narcisse Cantin built the New Balmoral Hotel between 1897 and
-| 1907. The hotel was to be a nucleus of a summer resort and a
: holiday playground. He advertised in Toronto, Montreal and New

| Hospitality lives on today in the Hamlet of St. Joseph as Hessenlan o TE

Stylish German Cuisine
Distinctive Accommodations
Weddings & Events

RR#2, Zurich, Ontario NOM 2T0
519-236-7707 or 1-866-543-7736

www.hessenland.com

7/7/2011 1:36:04 PM
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The Balmoral Block, St. Joseph - 1904
The New Balmoral Hotel built on the corner of Highway 21 & 84,

was a three-story, pseudo-Moorish
style hotel, cost $250,000.

I'INE#DINING
IUAURY
GUEST sUITES
FASHIONS,
ACCESSORIES
FOR TILE
HOME

BAYFIELD, ONTARIO

TEL. 519-365-2576

Fresh food. Friendly neighbours.

Here for you —
All Summer Long!
Exeter

227 Man Street
519-235-0212

Bayfield

Downtown — Hwy.21
519-565-2727

”~\EDDINGTON'S
H of Exeter ——

CASUAL * FINE * DINING

programioutlinedindd 13 @

Open Year Round for
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Reservations

519.238.6786

135 Ontario Street South
Grand Bend, ON NOM 1TO

www.auntgussies.ca

oy

= ' I

Call to Reserve: 519-235-3030

Hwy #4, 527 Main Street, Exeter, Ontario
15 min. East of Grand Bend . 36 min. West of Stratford . 25 min. North of London

13
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er.
Ontario, and by discerning home | In Germany, it means butcher.
in Hensall, it means Gerhard.

Known by the best chefs in Metz-

cooks, as producers of premium

cuts of meat. Metzger’s uses the .
A German butcher right

best raw ingredients, with local | |
in our own backyard.

meats and traditional recipes.
The .result is healthler. products, Open six days per week,
fashionable presentations in Hensall.

of ready-to-cook meats, and

delicious traditionally-smoked | www.metzgermeats.com

German delights. 519-252-3131

Photo: Jenna Ujiye

New to the St. Joserh and Area ...
... DUSty Sperocket's

Bicycle Sales, Rentals and Service
519 236 4532 or 519 955 6706

Featuring Electra and Raleigh Bicvcles
Fitness and Fun for all Ages

Rental rafes... : /
Half Day $20.00 * " 1

Full day $40.00

chb”m

ub.

F IESIIM\D
ade B From
Veggie W %

Freng,

izza 3.25 .
645 p, nz Fries 5,55

Hamy ¢, 3.95
l’)’:fese s, 645 g pl 4.00
Turge, 24X Subs 645 Ghigkey g’ﬁw 275

Roag Be, 3.95 dpes
ASsortey ef 3 77 85 Perggjes for 5,00
BLr 3.95 7'85 8pcs for
Summe, 3.95 . ::55 250
Say; ’ '
S Sage 3. Soft
Clup 55%0mted 4gg 785 oy gt )
8.45 2.00
:::: Bacss® g ::T,O::&dip =50 .
Con 60 l.so strawpe, 3.50
Toppings, 20 Chocojate
lettuce, 4 Pineappie

. tom,
oliveg, 1 ato, green
sub o Pickles, po, eppzf:et Onion,

e,
Caesay, lﬂbal:caéo.;a:usw!d' Tanch, k
Chij i =
Breagpe @ Bun K -lock
Cakiast Sy, 3.59 Teshiy
dwiches - Panniers with rear rack available for an extra charge

: .

2.48 Va"HWYT
ity

71712011 1:36:14 PM



The Garlic Box is
a family-owned
1 and operated

- food business
using locally-

)

| grown garlic.

Products available at:

Hayter’s Turkey, Dashwood -« Jerry Raders,

Hansen’s, Exeter °
Zurich - Foodies, Grand Bend -« Clay & Gourmet, Bayfield.

THE GARLIC BOX

P.O. Box 430, 54 London Rd., Hwy. #4
Hensall, ON Canada NOM 1X0

1.888.772.9994 / 1.519.262.2470

Email: thegarlicbox@thegarlicbox.com

astalcoffeecom Do)

THE

W=—¢TUSCAN

[éu s GREEK ﬁ%! ’ ‘O

Located 10 minutes north of Grand Bend
(in The Bayview Subdivision)
33994 King Street, RR 2 Zurich NOM 2T0

519-236-4262
Join us for our Second Anniversary Greek Garden Party August 20, 2011

\‘ -
o APIARIES
T(;_f;t‘f’ R. R2 Hensall » Ontarlo * Canada

Visit our unique country market

Located on Main Street in Zurich, Ontario

Need something for lunch?
We have chili, fresh salads & sandwiches ready-to-go!

We also have:
¢ Fresh baked fruit pies, cookies & many other baked goods
4 Frozen entrees and individual meat pies ¢ Gourmet dips, jams & relishes
% Women's fashion — scarves, purses & jewellery
¢ Webkinz™ and many more unique gift ideas!

Store Hours:
Weekdays g-6
Saturdays 9-5
Sundays 11-4

Open year round

Zurich, ON
519-236-4039

SS

6’ Masse Sweet
Corn & Pumpkins

cio Mike and Dianne Masse
35291 Zurich Hensall Road
Zurich, ON NOM 2T0

PH: 519-236-7907

CELL: 519-870-7907

Email: Massepumpkins@hay.net

Sweet Corn

25 Years

programioutlined.indd 15
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Music classes for all ages

Aimée Rau BA, MYCC

20 Goshen St. N. Zurich, ON
519-671-KEYS (5397)

Private piano and theory instruction
classes for babies to adults

themusicbox@hay.net Grand Eru-j 519 2

musicboxmusicstudio.com

20 Catherine Street, Box 495, Bayfield NOM 1GO

LEaer ns, Art 5L|pp|| g5, annml Arw.n:urk
) e

o
“fenng Children.
e Best Sellers

* New Releases
* Canadian Authors ‘
ksh Children’s Books
0p * Local Interest The creative and cultural economy is a powerful and positive global
Your local mdependem_ force, recognized by all levels of government. In Huron County
bookshop. Just off Heritage

Main Street in Bayficld. there is an increasing focus on bringing artists, cultural, heritage and

Sponsor of The Bayfield history organizations, municipal planning and economic development
Writers’ Festival, Bayfield
519-565-5600 Open Year Reads and the Midsummer

mbrown@thevillagebookshop.com "p nd!

departments and the amazingly diverse creative businesses together.

Night's Reading Series This winning combination of partners can support, produce and

www.thevillagebookshop.com distribute cultural goods and services — experiences - that impact

the economy by enriching residents’ way of life and enhancing
gxgtzr lowzr 8 the visitors’ experiences along with generating jobs, revenue, and
expanding opportunities for growth in our County. Everyone can

! Specializing in Sympathy, play a role in strengthening and supporting the creative sector — as
. Wedding and Everyday designs

audience member, volunteer, creator and producer. See, do and

(519) 2350111 celebrate the unique place Huron County holds — countryside and

fax (519) 235-3303 coastline.

Kirsten Smith - Designer
509 Main Street Exeter, ON NOM 151

exeterfliowers@bellinet.ca
www .exeterflowers.ca

T R RAE ANN [ADOUCEUR

in' Residemtial as well as
geaduate of the Canadian
onal program, Rae Ann

Furniture
Quality <l affordable!

LA-Z-BOY COMFORT STUDIO, SERTA MATTRESSES _ : RaeAnn@Dinneys.com
SOLID WOOD MENNONITE FURNITURE W 2 www.HandstoHearttudin-ca

GRAND BEND: RR. # 2, Zurich, Ontario NOM 2TO 519.236.7366 Al it Mostof
SARNIA: 1845 London Line, Sarnia, Ontario N7T 7H2 519.541.1342 ’

16
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' * Accounting
a
1offICe o) L e
ng%r\ o o“s Good People, Who Know ¢ Bookkeeping
e Payroll
g ut‘ " ph: 519.235.1840 yroll
be\\ne’t.c : ¢ Consulting
S\‘\OS@ fax: 519.235.3305 ¢ Set-up of Computerized
shos@bellnet.ca Accounting
Office & Computer Supplies www.shos.ca ﬁgzg%%ﬁwm’ i ¢ Training — individualized,
gaﬁ;.dCc::ple.:nding/lF__ell.minate/Scanning / it Q1 26273431 geared to your Books
ice Furniture & Filin . S . .
Promotional Products ¥ Rose Glavin e QuickBooks ProAdyvisor
Business Form Printing & Plakking 92 Main Street. South 519-262-3431 ¢ Translations:
Wedding Stationery & Supplies ! . _ :
Custom Stamps & Labels Exeter, ON'NOM 151 Cell: 519-860-3431 © Gern.lan English
Toll-free: 1-800-665-7290 o English - German

Oznluvﬂ

First Canadian Corp. )
Celebrate and savour the arts, Kim McCann

Broker
A herttage and culture of E e oA
N Ontario’s West Coast - Fax: 519-238-6948

kimmccann@hay.net
Huron County.

www.century21grandbend.com

Visit www.heritageandculture.on.ca to explore our country- 2 - 38 Ontario St. S, Grand Bend, ON NOM 1T0
side and coastline communities and events. S B s st 21w O s ndpendey Owtd 1 Opeed. 17 ks of AL MILES

Inerstiondl BV Uised undar Bicense by LoxalivOne, Inc:and Century 21 Canada Limited Partiership

Congratulations on creating a unique
celebration of St. Joseph’s history.

TODAY'S
NEWS

IS
TOMORROW'S
HISTORY

KITCHENER CITIZEN

sandra reqgier ..your source for community news

~ = Napoleon A. Cantin
Joseph dock

w/White Steamer on St,

The Kitchener Citizen is a monthly newspaper serving
63,000 homes in Kitchener and the villages of

Breslau, New Dundee and Mannheim since 1996.

17
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Lifeslyle on ﬁeZa{m

CA«mus PRIAGPAL
CRNQL S.

From that point, shipping would continue east on Lake Ontario to
Prescott, where another canal would link Prescott to Ottawa. From
Ottawa, via the Ottawa River, shipping would move to the St. Lawrence
and Montreal Harbour by way of Riviere de Praires.

Cantin believed hydro electric power developments would advance
along with the canal projects and create enough electricity to power
southern Ontario’s railroad system.

The feasibility for Cantin’s project was based on: travel distance, freight
handling, and quantity of shipping.

Inbound or outbound freight travelling the Great Lakes passed through
an “unnecessary” 241km (150 miles) through the St. Clair River and
Detroit River to either Lake Ontario or Lake Huron, which translated into
483km (300 miles) for round trips. Differences in water depth necessitated
additional handling of freight, as it was unpacked and repacked between
large great-lake ships to smaller canal boats and barges.

THE ST. J OSEPH STO RY “I saw that a canal between lakes Huron and Erie would

be an economical proposition and would bring entirely

LAKE oMTARIO

PRoPoscd
mum. -.Pmnu.ni.

: N TO AND wWasT

. 2k % “OF WEhLAND CANAL

»

- THE CANAL PROJECT

The first application to the Canadian Government for a Charter to construct
a canal from Lake Huron to Lake Erie was made by Narcisse Cantin in 1898. The transportation and industrial activity in the world.”

corporation was to be called the Huron & Erie Canal Company and proposed ) ] o ) »
to build a canal running from St. Joseph to Lake Erie ending at a point between Canadian federal engineers were satisfied with Cantin’s canal proposal. Unfor-
Port Talbot and Port Stanley. tunately, Cantin faced political, financial and competitive challenges. For more

information visit the website at:
http://www.stjosephmuseum.ca

into Canadian Territory the pivotal point of the greatest

Cantin’s vision included a canal paralleling and located west of today’s
Welland Canal, entering Lake Ontario between Hamilton and Port Dalhousie.

Shoreli
by SHAREN REALTY

brokerage

Selling real estate in Grand Bend and the shoreline since 1951

Andrea Ross
Broker Broker of Record Broker

Bob Sharen Trish Sharen-Bray

WeKnowTheShoreline.com

519.238.2303 TheShoreline@hay.net
51 Ontario St. South, Grand Bend (at the south set of traffic lights)

18
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NATURE'S CHOICE
LANDSCAPING SERVICES

A Landscape Des."gn & Installation

)
e+ Ponds, Waterfalls & Streams |@m 'b’ .mi-t. EURDE..

s fnferlocking Drick Rick Smith
oy - 519-236-4043 TRAILER SALES
7 Refmnmg Walls

wrciowso | EXETER  519-235-0800

Becayse you Fake priae 14 your Horrre”

building centre
GRAND BEND

519-238-8282

~ Bayfield, ON NOM - FrontE
- Tel.: (519) 565-2538 : Suspension
Fax: (519) 565-2388 Front-Wheel Drive

Eric Campbell Ford Lincoln Ltd.

www.ericcampbellfordlincoln.ca/

Bus: 519.235.1380
Fax: 519.235.1401

Toll Free:

1.800.561.3079

{BLINCOLN

ERIC CAMPBELL

165 Main Street North
Exeter, ON NOM 1S3
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“Your EquipmentIs|  The Canadian How-to People

Our Business’
CG EQUIPMENT | RONA

MASSEY FERGUSON - CASE e
YANMAR - BUSH HOG
DOOSAN - TRAMAC

Doing it Right!

HWY 84 72829 Blind Line, ZURICH NOM 2T0
519.236.4393 WWwWw.rona.ca

FRANCIS DENOMME
PAINTING

38 Main Street
Zurich, ON
NOM 2TO
519.236.4934

519-236-7712

521 Michener Road

Guelph, ON .

519.826.0550 | Zurich, Ont. NOM 2T0

GO AHEAD AND Durand

m—

LO\SI‘RU(HO\ INC. [ ‘____; Had | AT\
INDULGE T RN
YOURSELF

Just sit back and relax, no more need for yard work and exterior maintenance.

JOE DURAND CONSTRUCTION

proudly introduces our latest community

BAYFIELD MEADOWS

Turn of the Century architectural styles give brand new homes a traditional feeling of community
and warmth. Settled on the shore of Lake Huron, this neighborhood has something for everyone.
Nestled inthe centre of Bayfield Meadows are craftsman style bungalow townhomes with all
modern amenities located on the main floor. Surrounding the townhomes will be historically-
inspired bungalows and two storey homes that will give you the feeling that you have stepped back in time. This
community will also have a beautifully landscaped park and pond for every resident to enjoy. Bayfield Meadows is
located in Bayfield, Ontario and is close to beautiful sandy beaches, marinas, hiking trails, golf courses, unique shops and
restaurants.

519-955-1780 www.durandconst.com 519-670-9493

20
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Pioneer Life

The life of these French-Canadian settlers
was typical of pioneers in other parts of Up-
per Canada.

They purchased land from the Canada
Land Company for about $3 an acre, which
then needed to be cleared for crops and
livestock. Homes were made of logs, using
mud to block drafts instead of mortar and
bark or small logs for roofing. Open-stone
fireplaces were used for heating and cook-
ing.

After land had been cleared and the
soil broken using spade, plow or dragging
heavy tree boughs over the ground, the first
crop sown and harvested was buckwheat.
Home-made sacks were used to carry har-
vested grain to McConnell’s Mill at Fran-
cistown for grinding to flour. Francistown
is now the north part of Exeter. This was a
fourteen mile (22km) journey carrying hun-
dred-pound (45kg) sacks. Generally, two
men would take turns carrying the sack.

Buckwheat flour was reserved for special
occasions, while the daily diet consisted of
fish, wild fowl, game and berries. Even after
fifteen years, life remained difficult. The set-
tlers were helped by their English and Ger-
man neighbours inland. Stories have been
passed down of prosperous settlers bringing
wagonloads of food to the poverty-stricken
French-Canadians along the lakeshore.

By the 1860s, the acreage in crops had
increased and the settlers took their grain
to Seaforth or Goderich, where they would
exchange it for goods or have it ground to
flour for their own use. Like most pioneers,
they purchased no more than necessary
from merchants. As much as possible, fur-
niture, implements, clothes, soap, candles
and mattresses were home-made.

During one particularly bad crop year,
known as the Famine Year, settlers were
forced to survive on pigweed and roots,
with several settlers actually dying of star-
vation. If natural food supplies (fish, birds,
deer) had not been as plentiful as they
were, this fledgling settlement would likely
have disappeared.

These settlers left Quebec because of
poverty. Their experience in the Huron Tract
was not much different for at least 60 or 70
years. Small surpluses gathered from farm-
ing, fishing and home industry were sold in
Goderich, Seaforth or Francistown (Exeter)
— the nearest settlements of any size for 10
to 15 years.

Seovelirze Livire’
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S 14 Main St., Zurich, Ont., NOM 2T0

Dale Miller
(519) 236-7808

+Heating
+(Bas Installations

awz%iafe afmf@a&ff&ﬂe

Community & Social Life

Like many small towns, community and social life centered around the
church. Dances with fiddlers and other forms of entertainment characterized
the area. Folk songs and social customs of rural Quebec persisted for genera-
tions, such as the New Year’s Day tradition of gathering in the father’s house
for his blessing.

Jobs were often turned into games. One story tells the need to move

a large anvil from a barn in St. Joseph. Narcisse Cantin provided the amuse-

Mathonia
*BACKHOEING

DRAINAGE REPAIR @ DITCH CLEANING
SEPTIC TANK & WEEPING BED INSTALLATION & REPAIR
BUILDING EXCAVATIONS
LASER EQUIPPED — BUCKET SIZES - 127, 24", 38”

R.R. No. 2
Zurich, Ont. NOM 2T0

Telephone
(519) 236-4310

ment by offering $50 to the man who could lift the 410 Ib. (186kg) object to his
shoulder (annual wages at the time were about $453). There were several un-

successful attempts, including one by a Black-Canadian man named Mousseau.
Mousseau succeeded in getting the anvil to his shoulder, but the effort was too
much and he dropped it. The anvil then crashed through the barn floor killing a

calf below. Cantin paid Mousseau the $50 and paid for the calf as well.

“The credit belongs to the man...
who strives valiantly... his place shall never be with

those cold and timid souls who knew neither victory nor defeat”
Teddy Roosevelt

|%.g HAY VIUTUAL

[} OMPANY
Zurich, Ontario

Tel 519-236-4381
www.haymutual.on.ca

FARMS ¢ HOMES e COTTAGES

- O O
| gring in this ad I
| andsave €T~ |
| |
| jGARDEN”. |
lomers (Cpls - Lo I
Bayshore Plaza %
Unit #6 - 2 Main St. S. 519 565 5717

Bayfield, ON NOM 1G0_

www.cyndisgarden.ca

Wil lI[r@] n.emsse !
34477 Mill Road . .
Bayfield, Ontario.NOM 1G0

519-565-5959 Email: portershlli@yahooca

Q

Steve and Maxine Jenkins = T

Apmp@f

Jor the time the place the occasion

Open Daily 10am ~ 5pm

227 Colborne Street

Port Stanley, ON NSL 1C2
Tel: 519-782-9955

Fax: 519-631-3626

83 Main Street
Grand Bend, ON NOM 1T0
Tel: 519-238-2511

|| Fax: 519-631-3626

@»
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- P\ “enm e | southwestern Ontario’s largest Selection
- < of Brand Name Footwear.

Four locations to serve you.
Exeter - Goderich - Listowel - Stratford

Since 1938

&

TRUE VALUE HARDWARE
DONNA THIEL
s LEL T TEL: 519-236-4921
/ ; 28 GOSHEN ST. N. : 519-236-
PHOTOS: (top) The Queens Hotel and (botfom) workers in the _ -
Novelty Factory. Photos: St. Joseph Archives & Museum ZURICH, ON ,NOM 270 FAX: 519-236-4891

Be=— 19 Rosalie St., Zurich, Ont. NOM 2T0

G

L Broorshine s

Ked g ]greakfast
el

R.R. # 2, Zurich, ON NOM 2To
E-mail: brok link.
5192364030 | U esieaman  mimeouon |

Hwy 21, 7 miles north of Grand Bend \SZ ‘/4/ G ) A A
aron 8’7 rorensntre

A break in gour journgy; a plgasant
intgrludg; or ‘comeg—stag—awhilg’

Public Golf Course

Everyone Welcome

www.bayviewgolf.ca

ey 4 Warm hospitality awaits gou at
w Sybillg’s Garden Bed & Breakfast

; We arg located in the

Heart of the Summer Theatre Pistrict Hosted by Laura & Mark Boogemans

Four guest bedrooms, each with private
en-suite bathroom; central A/C;

Grand Bend’s Blue Water Motel

Call Sybille at wireless Internet access 121 Ontario St S
519-262-3431 Grand Bend, Ontario
Cell: 519-860-3431 We also speak German (519) 238-2014
Toll-free: 1-800-665-7290 Wir sprechen Deutsch
www.bbcanada.com/sybillesgbnb www.grandbend.com/bluewatermotel/
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Frances
Relouw

& the
Thrig Family

Cobble Design Inc.
Hensall District Co-op

PRODUCTION SPONSOR

LES ALIMENTS

PRODUCTION PARTNERS

&,
< LEHDER.

Excellence in Industrial Air Quality Services

e e e e ™
rentwood
ON THE BEACH
between Grand Bend & Bayfiold

Lyons & Mulhern Insurance Brokers

Siskinds / Chris Collins
Thompsons Ltd

GRAND BEND COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

Li)

GARDEN CENTRE LTD.
& Landscaping

Godbolt Ciufo Insurance
& Financial Services

Baillie’s Picture Framing | Blyth Festival | Cedarvilla Angus Farms | Goderich District Collegiate Institute
Huron Arts & Heritage Network | South Huron District High School | The Livery/Goderich Little Theatre

PERFORMANCE SPONSORS

Bank of Montreal (BMO), Hensall
Brentwood on the Beach
Patricia Cook
Ada Dinney & Family

in Memory of Albert A. Gaiser
Forever Furniture
Gaiser Kneale Insurance Brokers Inc.
Geo-Teck Heating and Cooling Limited
Hensall Major Appliances
Huron Motor Products
Huron Ridge Acres
Huron Tractor
McBeath Funeral Home
Westlake-McHugh Insurance Brokers Ltd

MEDIA SUPPORTERS

my
90.5 (Exeter)

104.9 The Beach Radio
CKNX am920/ 101.7 The One Radio
Lakeshore Advance
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PATRONS
Bayfield Historical Society
The Bayley Group Inc.
Ellison Travel
Jeff Nisker
O’Brien Designs
Pat Rowe
Raymond & McLean
Paul & Kathryn Steckle
Joe Wooden
FRIENDS
4 Seasons Jewellery
Bargiglione Dentistry
BDO Exeter
Casual Industries
Bill Dowson
Exeter Produce - Veri Fine Brand
Exeter Golf Course
Haberer Concrete Products
Hoffman & Sons Limited Funeral Home
Stu & Deb Homuth
Huron Apothecary
Mike & Terri’s No-Frills, Grand Bend
Oke Woodsmith Building Systems Inc.
Shoppers Drug Mart, Exeter
South Huron Veterinary

@»

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

Canada

l*l Citizenship and Citoyennete et

Immigration Canada Immigration Canada
Inter-Action Multiculturalism Grants
and Contributions Program

. Huron
==—— Heritage
HURON Fund

COUNTY
<
i

BLUEWATER

——— 2001

Narcisse was developed with generous

assistance m'ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL
CONSEIL DES ARTS DE L'ONTARIO

an Ontario gavernment agency
un organisme du gouvernement de |'Ontarie

The St. Joseph and Area Historical Society is a reg-
istered, charitable organization. If you would like to
contribute to preserving the history of St. Joseph and
area, please contact: Liz Thrig - 519.236.7707
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